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a n 7 h ^ ffere r S ° f im P re f tbl * and n °t "nprefiible, figurable 
and not figurable, ate plebeian notions. Bacon’s Natural Hi/} 

21 S E R 5- n : f K [from im r^ The ma lx 

lurej the dent; the impreffion. yV 

Lean but upon a rufli. 

The cicatrice and capable imprefure 

Tby palm feme moments keeps. Shakefp. As you like it. 
To Impiu NT. V. a. [ imprinter , French.] 

1. To mark upon any fubftance by preffure. 

T" 6 ™ 1 , the fame feal > imprinted upon pieces of wax of 
different colours. HMa>s „ f s ^ 

Havmg furveyed the .mage of God in the foul of man, we 
are not to omit thofe characters of majefty that God imprinted 
upon the body South’s Sermons. 

one amid it his fpacious meadows flows; 

Inclines her urn upon his fatten’d lands, 

And fees his num’rous herds imprint her fands. Prior. 

2. To ftamp words upon paper by the ufe of types. 

3* To fix on the mind or memory. 

There is a kind of conveying of effeaual and imprinting 
paliages, amongft compliments, which is of Angular ufe. Bat 
When we fet before our eyes a round globe, the idea im- 
pn "t e T d l n our ™\ nd ‘ ls . of a . flat circle, varioufly fhadowed. Loc. 

We have all thofe ideas in our underftandings which we can 
make the objeas of our thoughts, without the help of thofe 
lennble qualities which firft imprinted them. Locke. 

Retention is the power to revive again in our minds thofe 
ideas, which, after imprinting, have difappeared. Locke. 

By familiar acquaintance he has got the ideas of thofe two 
different things diftindly imprinted on his mind. Locke. 

I O Impri son. V. a. [cmprifmner, Fr. in and prifon.] To fhut 
up; to confine; to keep from liberty. 

He imprifon'd was in chains remedilefs ; 

For that Hippolytus’ rent corfe he did redrefs. Fa. Queen. 

Now we are in the ftreet, he firft of all, 

Improvidently proud, creeps to the wall ; 

And fo imprifon'd and hemm’d in by me, 

Sells for a little ftate his liberty. Donne. 

T ry to impriftm the refiftlefs wind ; 


So fwift is guilt, fo hard to be confin’d. 


Dryden. 


_ . ^ # js r jut rt % 

Ir a man impnfons himfelf in his clofet, and employs reafon 
to find out the nature of the corporeal world, without experi- 
ments, he will frame a fcheme of chimeras. IVatts. 

It is not improbable, that all the virtual heat in the juices 
of vegetables, metals, and minerals may be owing to the adtion 
of the imprifoned rays. Cheyne’s Phil. Princ. 

Imprisonment, n.f [emprifonnement, Fr. from imprifon.] Con- 
finement; claufure; ftate of being fhut in prifon. It may be 
written emprifonment . 

His finews waxen weak and raw, ‘ 

Through long imprifonment and hard conftraint. F. Queen. 

Which (hall I firft bewail, 

Thy bondage or loft fight. 

Thou art become, O worft imprifonment ! 

The dungeon of thyfelf. _ Milton's Agonijles. 

From retentive cage 

When fullen Philomel efcapes, her notes 
She varies, and of paft imprifonment 
Sweetly complains. Phillips. 

Count Serini, ftill clofe prifoner in this caftle, loft his fenfes 
by his long imprifonment and afflictions. Addifon. 

It is well if they don’t fix the brand of herefy on the man 
who is leading them out of their long imprifonment , and loofe- 
ing the fetters of their fouls. IVatts' s Impr. of the Mind. 

Improbability, n.f. [from improbable.] Unlikelihood; 

difficulty to be believed. 

The difficulty being fo great, and the improbability of at- 
tempting this fuccefsfully, it was but reafon that a folid foun- 
dation fhould be laid. Ha?njnond. 

As to the improbabilities of a fpirit appearing, I boldly an- 
fwer him, that aheroick poet is not tied to the bare reprefen- 
tation of what is true, or exceeding probable. Dryden. 

Improvable, adj. [improbable, Fr. improbabilis, Lat. in and 
probable .] Unlikely ; incredible. 

This account or party-patches will appear improbable to 
thofe who live at a diftance from the fafhionable world. Addif. 

Impr o'b ably. adv. [ from i mprobable. ] 

1. Without likelihood. 

p. In a manner not to be approved. Obfolete. 

Ariftotle tells us, if a drop of wine be put into ten thou- 
fand meafures of water, the wine being overpowered, will be 
turned into water : he (peaks very improbably. Boyle. 

lo Imprc/bate. v.a. [in and probo , Latin.] Not to ap- 
prove. , Ainfvuorth. 

Improba'tjon. n.f [improbatio, Latin ; improbation, French.] 
A of di fallowing. Ainfworth . 

Impro'bity. n.f [ improbitas , improbus, Latin.] Want of 
honefty ; difhonefty; bafenefs. 

He was perhaps excommunicable, yea, and caft out for no- 
torious improbity. Hooker. 

We balante the improbity of the one with the improbity of 
the other. L'Ejl range. 
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To Improli'ficate. [in smiprolifcL] To imprest,, 
to fecundate. A word not ufed. agnate; 

A difficulty in the doCtrine of eggs is how the fp erm 0 f tll , 
sek improhf cates, and makes the oval conception fruitful 


rroun. 


cock empuujuuW, ana maxes the oval conception fruitful. 

ilVIPRO'PER adj. [impropre, Fr. mf roprius,* Latin!] ^ 

1. Not well adapted ; unqualified. ^ 

As every fcience requires a peculiar genius, fo likewife 
there is a genius peculiarly improper for every one. Bur 2 

2. Unfit ; not conducive to the right end. 

The methods ufed in an original difeafe would be verv i„ 
proper in a gouty cafe. Arbuthm ^ 

3. Notjuft; not accurate. r ’ 

He difappear’d, was rarify’d ; 

For ’tis improper fpeech to fay he dy’d : 

He was exhal’d. r*. . 

Improperly, adv. [from improper.] 

1 • Not fitly ; incongruoufly. 

2. Not juftly ; not accurately. 

Improperly we meafure life by breath ; 

Such do not truly live who merit death. Dryd. Juvenal 
J hey alluring me of their affiftance in correding my faults 
where I fpoke improperly , I was encouraged. Dryden 

To Impro'priate. v. a. [in and proprius, Latin.] 

1. To convert to private ufe; to feize to himfelf. 

For the pardon of the reft, the king thought it not fit it 

mould pafs by parliament ; the better, being matter of errace 
to impropriate the thanks to himfelf. Bacons Henry VII* 

2. To put the poffeffions pf the church into the hands of 
Jaicks. 

Mrs Gulfton being pofleffed of the impropriate parfonage 
of Bardwell in Suffolk, did procure from the king leave to 
annex the fame to the vicarage. Spelman 

ImproPria'tion. n.f. [from impropriate.] * 

. An impropriati.n is properly fo called when the church land 
is in the hands of a layman ; and an appropriation is when it 
is in the hands of a bifhop, college, or religious houfe, though 
fometimes thefe terms are confounded. Ayliffe’s Paragon. 

Having an impropriation in his eft ate,* he took a courfe to 
difpofe of it for the augmentation of the-vicarage. Spelman. 
Impropria'tor. n.f [from impropriate.] A layman that has 
the poffeffion of the lands of the church. 

Where the vicar leafes his glebe, the tenant muft pay the 
great tythes to the redor or impropriator. Ayliffe’s Pew erg. 

Impropriety. n.J. [impropriety, hr. frem impr opr ius, Latin.] 
Unfitnefs; unfuitablenefs ; inaccuracy; want of juftnefs. 

Thefe mighty ones, whole ambition could fuffer them to be 
called gods, would never be flattered into immortality; but 
the proudeft have been convinced of the impropriety of that 
appellation. _ . Brown’s Vulg. Errours. 

Many grofs improprieties , however authorized by pra&ice, 
ought to be difearded. Swift. 

Impro'sperous. adj. [in and profperous.] Unhappy; unfor- 
tunate ; not fuccefsful. 

T his method is in the defign probable, how improfperous fo- 
ever the wickednefs of men hath rendered the fuccefs of 
_ Hammond on Fundamentals. 

Our pride feduces us at once into the guilt of bold, and 
punifhment of improfperous rebels. Decay of Piety. 

Seven revolving years are wholly run, 

Since the improfperous voyage we begun. Dryden' s An. 

Impro'sperously. adv. [from improfperous.] Unhappily; un- 
fuccefsfully ; with ill fortune. 

This experiment has been but very improfperoufy at- 
tempted. Boyle. 

Improvable, adj. [from improve.] Capable of being ad- 
vanced from a good to a better ftate ; capable of melioration. 

Adventures in knowledge are laudable, and the eflays of 
weaker heads afford improvable hints unto better. Brown. 

We have flock enough, and that too of fo improvable a na- 
ture, that is, capable o'f infinite advancement. Decay of Piety. 

.Man is accommodated with moral principles, improvableby 
the exercife of his faculties. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

Animals are not improvable beyond their proper genius: a dog 
will never learn to mew, nor a cat to bark. Grew’ s Coftnol. 

I have a fine fpread of improvable lands, and am already 
planting woods and draining marlhes. Addifoti s Spectator . 

Impro'vableness. n.f. [from improvable.] Capablenefs of 
being made better. 

Impro'vably. adv. [from improvable.] In a manner that ad- 
mits of melioration. 

To Imprc/ve. v.a. [in and probus. Quafi probum facer e. Skin- 
ner.] 

1. To advance any thing nearer to perfection ; to raife from 
good to better. We amend a bad, but improve a good thing. 

I love not to improve the honour of the living by impairing 
that of the dead. « Denham. 

Heaven feems improv'd with a fuperior ray. 

And the bright arch reflects a double day. Pope. 

2. [In and prove ; improuver, Fr. improbo , Lat.] To difprove. 

Though the prophet Jeremy was unjuftly accufed, yet doth 
not that improve any thing that I have. faid. IVhitgff- 
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To Impro've. v. n. To advance in gooJnefs. 

We take care to improve in our frugality and diligence ; vir- 
tues which become us, particularly in times of war. Atterb. 
Improvement, n.f. [from improve.] 

, Melioration ; advancement of any thing from good to better. 
Some virtues tend to the prefervation of health, and others 
to the improvement and fecurity of eftates. Tillotfon. 

2. AA of improving. . r , 

The parts of Sinon, Camilla, and fome few others, are 
improvements on the Greek poet. Addijon's Spectator. 

9. Progrefs from good to better. 

^ There is a defign of puffilhing the hiftory of architecture, 
with its feveral improvements and decays. Addifon. 

a % Inltru&ion ; edification. 

I look upon your city as the heft place of improvement : from 
the fchool we go to the univerfity, but from the univerfities to 
London. South. 

5. FffeCt of melioration. 

Love is the greateft of human affeCtions, and friendfhip the 
nobleft and molt refined improvement of love. South. 

ImproVer. n f. [from improve.] 

1. One that makes himfelf or any thing elfe better. _ , 

Thev were the greateft improvers of thofe qualifications with 
which courts ufed to be adorned. Clarendon. 

The firft ftarted ideas have been examined, and many effec- 
tually confuted by the late improvers of this way. Locke. 

Homer is like a Ikilful improver , who places a beautiful 
ftatue fo as to anfwer feveral viftas. Pope . 

2. Any thing that meliorates. 

Chalk is a very great improver of moft lands. Mrtim'er. 
Improvised, adj. [improvijus, Latin; imprevu, Fr.] Un- 
forefeen ; unexpe&ed ; unprovided againft. 

She fuborned hath 

This crafty meffenger with letters vain. 

To work new w T oe, and improvided fcath. 

By breaking off the band betwixt us twain. Fairy Queen. 
ImproVidence. n.f. [from improvident ] Want of fore- 
thought ; v/ant of caution. 

Men would efcape floods by running up to mountains ; and 
though fome might perilh through improvidence, or through the 
fudden inundation of a deluge, many \Vould efcape. Hale. 

The improvidence of my neighbour muft not make me in- 
human. L’Efl range. 

IMPROVIDENT, adj. [improvidus, Latin.] Wanting fore- 
caft ; wanting care to provide. 

Improvident foldiers, had your watch been good. 

This fudden mifehief never could have fall’n. Shak. H. VI. 

When men well have fed, the blood being warm, 

Then are they moft improvident of harm. Daniel's Ci. IVar. 

I lhall conclude this digreffion, and return to the time when 
that brilk and improvident refolution was taken. Clarendon). 

This were an improvident revenge in the young ones, 
whereby, in defect of provifion, they muft deftroy themfelves. 

Brown's Vulgar Errours. 
ImproVidently. adv. [from improvident.] Without fore- 
thought ; without care. 

Now we are in the ftreet, he firft of all, 

Improvidently proud, creeps to the wall ; 

And fo imprifon’d, and hemm’d in by me, 

Sells for a little ftate his liberty. Donne. 

Imp rovi'sion. n.f [in and provifion.] Want of forethought. 

Her improvifion would be juftly acciifable. Brown. 

Imprudence, n.f. [imprudence, Fr. imprudentia, Lat.] Want 
of prudence; indiferetion ; negligence ; inattention to iniereft. 
IMPRUDENT, adj. [imprudent, Fr. imprudens, Lat.] Wanting 
prudence; injudicious; indifereet; negligent. 

There is no fuch imprudent perfon as he that negleCIs God 

I, and his foul - , Tillotfon. 

Impudence. }n.f. [impudence, Fr. impudentia, Lat.] Shame- 
Impudency. ) leffnefs ; immodefty. 

I ne’er heard yet 

That any of thefe bolder vices wanted 
Lefs impudence to gajnfay what they did, 
pan to perform it firft. Shakefp. Winter’s Talc. 

Nor did Noah s open infirmity juftify Cham’s impudency, or 
exempt him from that curfe of being fervant of fervants. 

Thofe clear truths, that either their own evidefee^fmee^us 
dent° admlt ’ ° r COmmon ex P erience makes it impudence to 

1 MPUDENT. adj. [impudent, Fr. impudens, Latin.] Simme- 
lefs ; wanting modefty. J 

It is not a confident brow, nor the throng of words that 
come with fuch more than impudent faweinefs from you can 

" to fear?^ 

lM mod D efty TLY ^ [from **«**•] wUhoui 

, At once affail 

ith open mouths, and impudently rail. Sandy s 
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Why Ihould foft Fabius impudently beat 
Names gain’d by conqueft in the Gallick war ? 

Why lays he claim to Hercules his ftrain, 

Yet dares be bafe, effeminate, and vain ? Dryden* 

To IMPUGN, v. a. [impugner, Fr. impugno , Lat.] To attack 5 
to affault. 

Of a ftrange nature is the fuit you follow ; 

Yet in fuch rule, that the Venetian lavY 
Cannot impugn you. Shakefp. Merch. of V mice. 

I cannot think myfelf engaged to difcourfe of lots, as to 
their nature, ufe, and allowablenefs ; and that not only in 
matters of moment and bufinefs, but alfo of recreation, which 
is indeed impugned by fome, though better defended by others. 

South's Sermons. 

St. Hierom reporteth, that hefaw one of thefe in his time; 
but the truth hereof I will not rafhly impugn, or over-boldly 
affirm. Peacham on Dr aiding. 

Impu'gner. n.f. [from impugn.] One that attacks or invades. 

Impui'ssance. n.f [French] Impotence; inability ; weak- 
nefs; feeblenefs. 

As he would not truft Ferdinando and Maximilian for fup- 
ports of war, fo the impuijjance of the one, and the double 
proceeding of the other, lay fair for him for occafions to ac- 
cept of peace. Bacon's Henry VII. 

FMPULSEk n.f [impulfus, Latin.] 

1. Communicated force; the efte&ofone body a&ing upon another. 

If thefe little impufes fet the great wheels of devotu n on 
work, the largenefs and height of that lhall not at all be pre- 
judiced by the fmalnefs of its occafion. South's Sermons . 

Bodies produce ideas in us manifeftly by wipulfe. Locke. 
Bodies, from the impulfe of a fluid, can only gravitate in 
proportion to their furfaces, and not according to their quan- 
tity of matter, which is contrary to experience. Cb<yne. 

2. Influence ading upon the mind ; motive; idea. 

Mean time, by Jove's impulfe , Mezentius arm’d. 
Succeeded Turnus. Dryden' s Mn. 

Thefe were my natural impulfes for the undertaking ; but 
there was an accidental motive, which was full as forcible. Dry. 

Mofes faw the bulh hurn without being confumed, and 
heard a voice out of it : this was fomething, befides finding 
an impulfe upon his mind to go to Pharaoh, that he might bring 

h J! b „ rc , thren ou t of Egypt- Loch. 

3. rioltile impreffion. 

Like two great rocks againft the raging tide* 

Unmov’d the two united chiefs abide, 

Suftain th’ impulfe, and receive the war. Prior . 

lM ^ LSI0N - n f [impulfion, Fr. impulfus , Latin.] 

1 • The agency of body in motion upon body. 

The motion in the minute parts of any folid body pafll-th 
without found ; for that found that is heard fometimes is pro- 
duced only by the breaking of the w, and not by tl.e imtul- 
Jionoi the air. Bacon’s Natural Nifiory. 

i o the impu’fton there ,s requifite the force of the body that 
moveth, and the refiftance ot the body that is moved ; and if 
the body be too great it yieideth too little; and if it be too 
fmall, ,t refifteth too little. Bacon's Natural Hi/lory. 

2. Influence operating upon the mind. ^ - 

But thou didft plead 

Divine impulfion, prompting how thou migbt’ft 
f md fome occafion to infeft our foes. Milton’s Aecni/le, 

Impulsive, adj. [impuijif, Fr. from impulfe. ] Havfng^he 
power of impulfe; moving; impellent. J S 

Nature and duty bind him to obedience; 

But thofe being placed in a lower fphere. 

His fierce ambition, like the higheft mover. 

Has hurried with a ftrong impufive motion 

Againft their proper courfe. r> , c , 

Poor men ! poor p,p|„ | w. and ,hey 
Do fome impulfive force obey, 3 1 

And are but play’d with, do not play. p- f 

frl^VV £ impunite, Fr. implnLs, Latin.] fZ '1 

from puniffiment ; exemption from puniffiment. J 

lone as continue. 
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as long as they maybe prote&^J 

oppreffion on the one fide, or impunity on the other ^ 
A general impunity would confirm them • for th* * P avu f 
never be brought to believe, that there Ts a 2 ^ Wl11 

fee no penalty. IS a crime where they 

Men, potent in the commonwealth, AfltJ Fr f‘ hM 0 r - 
gotten influence towards n«h,». ;i ’ U em P )o y th C'r ill- 



i move 


, — 11 "j > “‘“snowed; unholv 

In ^° morecan .™f"^m an retain andfi 
tV PU m r c g,on of a wor tby love 
Than earthly fubftance can unforc’d afnire 
And leave his nature to converfe wfthX!’ 

Hypocrites aufterely talk. 

Pure ?„H lng as What God bas made 

ure, and command, to fome, leave, f ree to all. Milton. 

2. Unchaftq, 


-Donne. 








